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“A Look at Historic Preservation” - 


By Louis C. Jones re 


Does all this fuss and feathers about old buildings that are out- 
dated and have served their original purpose really matter, or is it just 
an outlet for neurotic antiquarians on the local committee who want 
to bask in the reflected glory of their pioneer anscestors? In the 
world of shopping centers, high-speed thruways, and decentralized 
industries, of what earthly use is the old brick mansion, redolent of 
yesterday, which occupies the best possible site in town for a gas 
station? We can’t stand in the way of progress, can we? 


On July 11, 1964, the Board of 
Trustees of the Utah State His- 
torical Society - an agency of state 
government, presided over by a 
ten-man board appointed by the 
governor—went on record oppos- 
ing the demolition of the Wasatch 
Stakehouse. As director of the 
Society I was instructed by the 
Board to work for the preserva- 
tion of this historic building. 
Carrying out this mandate, I 
have contacted church leaders, po- 
litical officers, and citizens groups 
- all of whom have expressed a 
desire to see the building preserv- 
ed. Apparently, the ctizenry of 
Heber Valley need to be awakened 
to their responsibilities and the 
avenues open to them to save their 
precious building. 
WITH THE possible exception of 
the Puritan settlemen of New Eng- 
land, the large scale religious col- 
onization of Utah by the Mormons 
is unique in all of United States 
history. At no other place in our 
country was religion the motiva- 
ting force which prompted settle- 


ment to the extent that it was in 
Utah. 

Heber Valley is typical of the 
communities resulting from the 
Mormon dedication to the ideal 
that man should be permitted to 
worship according to the dictates 
of his own conscience. 

THE PRICE OUR Mormon pio- 
neers paid to put this ideal into 
practice was a tremenous one - 
deaths, wanderings, mob violence, 
isolation, suffering, hunger, and 
hard work and more hard work. 
However, the fruits of all this are 
to be-seen around us every day. 
But perhaps the outstanding sym- 
bols representing the idealism, the 
industry, the greatness of these 
pioneer forefathers are to be found 
in the beautiful old churches and 
stake tabernacles erected by the 
Mormon. At a price in labor and 
sacrifice far beyond what we would 
be willing to pay today, these com- 
munity founders and builders con- 
structed “tabernacles” to the God 
they worshipped in a style and of 
a quality designed to last through 


The answer, of course, is “no”. There are times when the house 
should come down and the gas station should go up. But progress goes 
from some place to some place, and if we would know where we are 
and where we are going, we must also keep a few points on the chart 
to indicate where we have been. Out of this knowledge should come 
a valuable kind of personal security such as a child is given in a loving 
home, or such as come to those who find peace in one of the historic 
religions. i 


THE PAST SHOULD HAVE AS MANY personal ties for each of 
us as possible, for none should feel that he is floating in time, rootless 
and unrelated to all that has happened to our fathers and- those who 
lived in our place before us. To feel a part of the progression of man- 
kind is to enter into full citizenship in the race of men. In the frame- 
work of the home let there be hand-me-downs from yesterday— 
pictures and furniture or a piece of lace from the country or the 
the trunk that landed at Ellis Island. Things that have been in a 
family a long time have a magic Of their own, asserting the values of 
life and its survival. 


So it is with each village and city. They, too, need focal points 
of affection, of the historic community spirit. The variety of these 
places can and should be numberless, each suited to its own history and]. 
people. In a very real sense these should be shrines where the spiritual 
values of our people are cherished and nourished. In a land where few 
of us live in the town where we were born there is an ever greater |` 
need to create a sense of identity and belonging for those who come} 
from elsewhere. . If we Have to make this consciously rather than 
receive it as a birthright, well and good, lef us do so as truthfully and 
skillfully as possible. 


GIVEN A HISTORIC HOUSE THAT HAS meaning for a specific 
town, what are we to do? Put back the original furniture, reproduce 
the we" ‘per, train a guide in costume, and do a historically complete 
job q eating life-as it was once lived? Yes, if we can do that 
well diso make the house into an active, functioning part of 
community life, constantly intepreting as many sides of the past as 
possible in terms the people of today can understand. 

And if this is impossible, shall we do nothing? Shall we tear it] 3 
down and build the gas station? I’m for trying a lot of of other 


possibilities first. Civic organizations or individuals can be encouraged 
to buy it, making what changes they must, but actually preserving |` 


generations if not centuries. H 
UNFORTUNATELY, SOME of 
us have lost the feeling, the ideal- 
ism, and maybe even the spiritual- 
ity. of our ancestors. We think riot 
of building for generations or cen- 
turies but of buildings to be re- 
placed every few years. Perhaps 
this thinking is what is wrong 
with our society today - where-so 
many of our policies and institu- 
tions are expediencies to be cast 
aside for new, glistening promises 
of better things. $ 


Surely, the people of Heber Val- 
ley can see in their beautiful old 
stakehouse the hopes and aspita- 
tions, the struggling and sacrifice 
the idealism of their forefathers 
who literally carved out of a wild- 
erness area a civilization and in- 
\stitutions which we presently .en- 
joy.” Surely the people of Heber 
Valley are not so unaware of these 
things that they are going to per- 
mit the one oustanding’ and ře- 
maining symbol of all this be torn 
down to be replaced by some mòd- 
ern glass and steel structure that 
may be functional but uninspiring. 
Surely the people of Heber Valley 
are not so devoid of history, not 
so unfeeling toward their grand- 
parents, not so unaware of the 
aesthetic qualities of the beautiful, 
red sandstone Stakehouse ` that 
they want to tear it down. 


same lethargy and unconcern for 
what is taking place as were the 
people of Salt Lake who let the 
old Salt Lake Theatre, the Social 
Hall, the old County Court house, 
and other buildings be demolished; 
later to have regrets. and -try- to 
correct the error with replicas. 
Aside from these’ enumerated 
considerations, the people of He- 
ber Valley must be aware of the 


DO NOT BE GUILTY of the] 


Heber City, Wasatch County, Utah 84032 


economic value of this historic 
landmark. Tourism is big business 
throughout the nation - with mil- 
lions being spent to attract and 
hold- tourists: to our scenic spots. 
Heber is’ richly endowed with at= 
tractions tourists want to enjoy. 
The Utah Parks and Recreation 
Commission is spending a major 
portion of its budget on the devel- 
opment of Wasatch State Park - 
most of which lies at your door- 
step. The Stakehouse is a compli- 
ment to this development. It gives 
flavor to your valley. It invites 
people to stop, look and spend. 

THESE CONSIDERATIONS 
should not be overlooked. Com- 
munities: and organizations thru- 
out America are capitalizing on 
tourism: Whole towns have been 
réconstructed and restored to draw 
the tourist dollar. The Rockefeller 
Foundation has spent more than 
$73 million on the restoration of 
Williamsburg, Virginia. 

:Even the Mormon Church is a- 
ware of the value of preservation 
and restoration. ‘Thousands of 
dollars have been expended on res- 
toring: the Beehive House and dis- 
mantling and reconstructing the 
old Salt Lake City Building - 
making it the show place on Capi- 
tol Hill. In Nauvoo, the Church 
is committed to a rebuilding and 
restoration program which will run 
into the millions of dollars. Surely, 
to the people of Heber Valley and 
Utahns generally, the Wasatch 
Stakehouse holds as much signifi- 
cance. 

- IN AN INTERVIEW with Stake 
President J Harold Call, Mr. Call 
said to me he would be the hap- 
piest man in the world if some way 
could be found to preserve the 
Stakehouse. Mr. Call expressed the 
identical sentiment I have found 
among every group and every in- 


| How Can the Stakehouse Be Saved? 


dividual I have contacted in your 
valley. ý 

It is such a simple matter to 
make President Call happy as well 
as others whom I have contacted. 
Those who want the building pre- 
served, need only to raise their 
voices so that the mistaken im- 
pression is drowned out that the 
people of Heber Valley want the 
Stakehouse replaced. Somehow, . 
the impression is fixed in a few 
people’s minds that the citizens 
and LDS Church members of Was- 
atch Stake want the building re- 
placed. I have not discovered any 
such evidence of this sentiment - 
not even by President Call who - 
said he would be happy if it could 
be preserved. 

THROUGH UNITED AND det- . 
ermined action, the people of He- 
ber Valley can get what they want 
- namely the preservation of the: 
one building in the Valley which- 
has historical, archtectural, and 
aesthetic significance to the people 
of Heber Valley, Utah, and Ameri- 
ca. 

If you believe in these ‘ideas 
expressed by me, if you want your 
Stakehouse saved, you, through 
individual and’ united action can 
save it by making your feelings 
known to your church leaders and 
your political leaders who have ex- 
pressed their concern over the pro- 
posed demolition of this monument 
to your pioneer ancestors. 

The people of Heber Valley have 


less than a month to act before: 


your Stakehouse. comes down. 
Please take the time and effort to 
join with the Utah Historical So- 
ciety in the preservation of the 
Wasatch Stakehouse. 


EVERETT L. COOLEY, 
Director, Utah State 
Historical Society. 


Stale Hause: Pioneer - 


sd furniture or a piece of lace from the country or 
hat landed at Ellis Island. Things that have been in 
ung time have a magic Of their own, asserting the values of 
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life and its survival. 


So it is with each village and city. They, too, need focal points 
of affection, of the historic community spirit. The variety of these 
places can and should 
people. In a very real sense these should be shrines where the spiritual 
values of our people are cherished and nourished. In a land where few 
of us live in the town where we were’ born there is an ever greater 
need to create a sense of identity and belonging for those who come 
from elsewhere. . If we Have to make this’ consciously rather than 
receive it as a birthright, well and good, lef us do so as truthfully and 
skillfully as possible. 


GIVEN A HISTORIC HOUSE THAT HAS meaning for a specific 
town, what are we todo? Put back the original furniture, reproduce 
the wallpaper, train a guide in costume, and do a historically complete 
job of recreating life'as it was once lived? Yes, if we can do that 
well and also make the house into an active, functioning part of | 
community life, constantly intepreting as many sides of the past as 
possible in terms the people of today can understand. f 


‘And if this is impossible, shall we do nothing? Shall we tear it 
down and build the gas station? Pm for trying a lot of of other 
possibilities first. Civic organizations or individuals can be encouraged 
to buy it, making what changes they must, but actually preserving 
the exterior; there are values for a child on his way to school just 
in knowing that this house stood on this same site when his great- 
grandfather was a boy, even jf that grandsire lived far across the sea, 


BETWEEN THE FULLY REVITALIZED historic house, which 
is currently our ideal, and the preservation of the architectural shell, 
which is the least we can hope for, there are hundreds of possbile 
compromises any one of which might be the solution for a specific 
community. i 


This raises the question of whether bad preservation is better 
than no preservation at all. Strongly as I believe in scholarly stand- 
ards of research and veracity of presentation for historic houses— 

. and I consider these of vital importance—yet I must admit that there 
are times when a holding operation is better than destruction; time 
„itself may produce workable solutions... J_can think of a number of, 
historic houses which, twenty years ago, were just being held together 
physically; a growing public interest and new concepts of historical 
preservation have made these into vital forces for the best kind of 
interpretation of community tradition. 


FINALLY, WHAT SHALL WE SAVE? Frankly, I'm getting a 
little bored with the lengthening list of handsome residences of the 
“best people”. We need to preserve buildings that speak directly to 
those >f us whose families had_calouses, as well as to those who had 
car It's a fine thing to exhibit the aesthetic best out of the 
pasi it can be equally important to interpret the ways men and 
women worked and created and played. I want to see more gun shops, 
millineries schoolhouses, covered bridges, taverns, foundries preserved 
for our people. Let's speak to Americans in terms that add meaning 
to their own everyday lives, that place their jobs, their responsibilities 
as citizens and parents, in historic context. so that they see their 
present problems not as exceptions, but as continuations of the chal- 
lenges faced by their forefathers. 


Pee 
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down to be replaced by some mod- 
ern glass and steel structure that 
may be functional but uninspiring. 
Surely the people of Heber Valley 


cà Jare not so devoid of history, not 
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so unfeeling toward their grand- 
parents, not so unaware of the 
aesthetic qualities of the beautiful, 
red sandstone Stakehouse ` that 
they want to tear it down. í e 


DO NOT BE GUILTY of the 
same lethargy and unconcern for 
what is taking place as were the 
people of Salt Lake who let the 
old Salt Lake Theatre, the Social 
Hall, the old County Court house, 
and other buildings be demolished; 
later to have regrets. and -try to 
correct the error’ with replicas. 

Aside from these- enumerated 
considerations, the people of He- 
ber Valley must be aware’of the 


Williamsburg, Virginia. i 
.Even the Mormon Church is a- 
ware of the value of preservation 
and - restoration. “Thousands of 
dollars have been expended on res- 
toring the Beehive House and dis- 
mantling and reconstructing the 
old) Salt ‘Lake City Building - 
making it-the show place on Capi- 
tol Hill. In Nauvoo, the Church 
is Committed to a rebuilding and 
restoration program which will run 
into the millions of dollars. Surely, 
to the people of Heber Valley and 
Utahns generally, the Wasatch 
Stakehouse holds as much signifi- 
cance. ° -e : 
- IN AN INTERVIEW with Stake 
President J Harold Call, Mr. Call 
said to me he would be the hap- 
piest man in the world if some way 


{could be found to preserve the 


Stakehouse. Mr. Call expressed the 
identical sentiment I ‘have found 
among ‘every group and every in- 


has historical, archtectural, and 
aesthetic significance to the people 
of Heber Valley, Utah, and Ameri- 
ca. : : 
If you believe in these ideas 
expressed by me, if you want your 
Stakehouse saved, you, through 
individual and united action can 
save it by making your feelings” 
known to your church leaders and 
your political leaders who have ex- 
pressed their concern over the pro- 
posed demolition of this monument 
to your pioneer ancestors. è 

The people of Heber Valley have 
less than a month to act before: 
your Stakehouse. comes down. 
Please take the time and effort to 
join with the Utah Historical So- 
ciety in the preservation of the 
Wasatch Stakehouse. 


EVERETT L. COOLEY, 
Director, Utah State 
Historical Society. 


A PETITION 


WE, the undersigned, respectfully urge the recon- 
sideration of the decision to demolish the old Wasatch 
Stakehouse. 


Feeling that there are considerations far beyond the 
mere dollar and cents value being placed on the property 
and replacement of the beautiful old Stakehouse, we 
petition those individuals in authority to act to reconsider 
their decision in the light of other factors, namely: 


(1) That a restored stakehouse would serve the 
‘religious ‘needs of- this-valley—-by -offering—a 
suitable chapel for both Wards and the Stake. 
This restoration could be undertaken as eco- 
nomically as the building a chapel for the new 
‘Stake Center.’ s 


The restored Stakehouse would continue to be 
the number one architectural attraction of 
Heber Valley - serving not only the religious 
needs of the community but serving as a re- 
minder of the accomplishments of a pioneer 
society which was willing to work and sacrifice 
for those things held to be sacred and important. 


That should it be absolutely determined that 
the Stakehouse is unwanted for religious pur- 
.poses, that other avenues be explored for its 
preservation such as public donation. 


(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


Stakehouse Is Part 
Of Utah Pioneer 
Early History... 


en ani ear oe r ~ Re ae > 

Today, when a great deal of 
interest is being shown in early 
American and early Western Am- 
erican History, artifacts, furniture 
and buildings and other aspects of 
our heritage, we should be extrem- 
ely careful with the monuments of 
this important era. Especially is 
this true in Utah where that great 
drama of the Mormon Pioneer was 
carried forth with the colonization 
and development of this state over 
the fifty years from 1847 until the 
turn of the century. Because of 
the importance of this Era in our 
state history, many of the buildings 
which had been allowed to fall 
into disrepair or which had been 
torn down have now been rebuilt 


and restored at great expense be- 


Stake H 


Several expeditions of settlers 
crossed and recrossed Utah, but 
it was not until 1856 or 1857 that 
two men who had climbed the 
ridge of what was called Bonanza 
Flats, discovered Heber Valley. 

In 1858 it was considered wise 
by those in authority to appoint 
scouts to explore this. valley for 


_| possibilities of settlement. The plan 


was for them to bring théir cattle 
into Heber Valley in the summer 
of 1858. With sickle and scythe 
they were to harvest sufficient 
wild hay to feed the cattle through 
me winter of 1858-59. And they 

id. 

27 YEARS AFTER THE first 
hopeful pioneers entered the val- 
ley the need was felt for a Stake 
Tabernacle and under the leader- 
ship of President Abram Hatch 
and with hard work and much 
sacrifice on the part of the mem- 
bers a beautiful edifice was con- 
structed. 

The red sandstone was quarried 
by hand from the mountains east 
of Heber‘in Lake Creek and the 


cost of the building was more than 


@9n nnn 


uke House: Pioneer 
Memorial to Hardship 


Tabernacle could’ be` incorporated 
into the- plans for a*-new stake 
center. z DS 
Recently, we. visited: the: much- 
talked about Tabernacle in Brig 
ham City andobserved that. the.ex. 
terior was no more’ beautiful rior, 


3 


more unique’ in: its architecture: 853 ae g 


Yet because the interior was so 
beautifully preserved and cared for 
thie” peopie~-ure~ proud-to~display. - 
it to everyone. Thousands of tour= 
ists are attracted to this building 
every year and’ therefore it ful 
fills a missionary purpose; 

IF OUR TABERNACLE: were 
restored there would be a striking 
resemblance to the interior of the 
one in Brigham City except that 
the seating capacity of 1500 or 1600 
would be 300 more than in Brig- 
ham City. 

President Call has stated on 
numerous occasions that he would 
be happy if a plan could be worked 
out for saving this building. If 
enough people would support Presi- 
dent Call in this desire, we were 
assured by Bishop Vandenburg 
that it could be saved. The wishes 


af tha mainritv are never fenored. 


well ard also make the house into an active, functioning part of) 
sag life, constantly intepreting as many sides of the past as 
poss. terms the people of today can understand. fi 

‘And if this is impossible, shall we do nothing? Shall we tear it, 
down and build the gas station? Pm for trying a lot of of other 
possibilities- first. Civic organizations or individuals can be encouraged 
to buy it, making what changes they must, but actually preserving 
the exterior; there are values for a child on his way to school just 


in knowing that this house stood on this same site when his great- 


grandfather was a boy, even if that grandsire lived far across the bet 


BETWEEN THE FULLY REVITALIZED historic house, which 
is currently our ideal, and the preservation of the architectural shell, 
which is the least we can hope for, there are hundreds of possbile 
compromises any one of which might be the solution for a specific 
community. i 


This raises the question of whether bad preservation is better 
than no preservation at all. Strongly as I believe in scholarly stand- 
ards of research and veracity of presentation for historic houses— 
and I consider these of vital importance—yet I must admit that there 
are times when a holding operation is better than destruction; time 
itself may produce workable -solutions...I. can think of a_number_ of, 
historic houses which, twenty years ago, were just being held together 
physically; a growing public interest and new concepts of historical 
preservation have made these into vital forces for the best kind of 
interpretation of community tradition. 


FINALLY, WHAT SHALL WE SAVE? Frankly, I'm getting a 
little bored with the lengthening list of handsome residences of the 
“best people”. We need to preserve buildings: that speak directly to 
those of us whose families had_calouses, as well as to those who had 
carriages. It’s a fine thing to exhibit the aesthetic best out of the 
past but it can be equally. important to interpret the ways men and 
women worked and created and played. I want to see more gun shops, 
millineries schoolhouses, covered bridges, taverns, foundries preserved 
for our people. Let's speak to Americans in terms that add meaning 
to their own everyday lives, that place their jobs, their responsibilities 
as citizens and parents, in historic context so that they see their 
present problems not as exceptions, but as continuations of the chal- 
lenges faced by their forefathers. 


People need places out of their past which they can see and 
understand and ultimately love, that symbolize those who lived in 
these places before them, and struggled and suffered and built there. 
If those men and women could face and solve their problems, so can 
we. We need such refuges all over the land, as we need churches and 
schools, that they may be seedbeds for the cultivation of a vigorous and 
informed love of country. 


(“ste Park Head Asks Consideration to 
Save Historic Wasatch Stake Tabernacle 


Stagecoach Inn at Fairfield, visi- 
tations to these areas are astound- 
ng, and the response and com- 
ments of the people expressing ap- 
preciation of our action is most 
gratifying and encourages us to 


Dear President Call: 


The news has come to me that 
it is being proposed that the Stake 
house in the center of Heber City 
be torn down and be replaced by 


ag oe 


Aside from enumerated 
considerations, the people of 


expressed the 


He- |identical sentiment I have found 


EVER L. 
Director, Utah State 
Historical Society. 


Stakehouse. 


Feeling that there are considerations far beyond the 

mere dollar and cents value being placed on the property 

beautiful old Stakehouse, we 

petition those individuals in authority to act to reconsider 
their decision in the light of other factors, namely: 


and replacement of the 
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A PETITION 


WE, the undersigned, respectfully urge the recon- 
sideration of the decision to demolish the old Wasatch 


That a restored stakehouse would 
3 ‘religious “needs ~of~ this -valley-by- offering —a 
suitable chapel for both Wards and the Stake. 


This restoration could be undertaken as eco- 
nomically as the building a chapel for the new 


The restored Stakehouse would continue to be 
the number one architectural 
Heber Valley - serving not only the religious 
needs of the community but serving as a re- 
minder of the accomplishments of a pioneer 
society which was willing to work and sacrifice 
held to be sacred and important. 


That should it be absolutely determined that 
the Stakehouse is unwanted for religious pur- 
„poses, that other avenues be explored for its 
preservation such as public donation. 


Of Utah Pioneer — 
Early History... 
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Today, when 


serve the 


attraction of. |this important era. 


turn of the century. 


Architect Seeks Answers to Preserve 
Wasatch Tabernacle for Historical Value 


The old Tabernacle at Heber is 
a heritage left by a vigorous, 
resourceful pioneer community. It 
was built by the hard work and 
sacrifice of the community mem- 
bers. It constitutes a very real 
and tangible tie to the past—a 
bridge between generations. Thru 
it we may be stimulated to re- 
construct their lives that we may 
by comparison learn if the great 
truths so evident to them and so 
influential in their lives are equally 


effective in our own. 


by so doing. 


the last of the Great 
Frontier eras. 


considerations which have led to 
the present decision to demolish 
the building, cannont commend or 
criticize the answers to the above 
questions reached by those who are 
responsible for the building’s fut- 
ure. 

Because of the circumstances of 
present ownership and use, the ul- 
timate question can only be ans- 
wered by the citizens of Heber 
City and Wasatch County: 

Does the old Tabernacle have a 
sufficient cultural’ and religious 


State of Utah. 


nomic reasons, 


see that this monument, 


tion in Heber. 


nificance to the community and 
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a great deal of 
interest is being shown in early 
American and early Western Am- 
erican History, artifacts, furniture 
and buildings and other aspects of 
our heritage, we should be extrem- 
ely careful with the monuments of 
Especially - is 
this true in Utah where that great 
drama of the Mormon Pioneer was 
carried forth with the colonization 
and development of this state over 
the fifty years from: 1847 until the 

Because of 
the importance of this Era in our 
state history, many of the buildings 
which had been allowed to fall 
into disrepair or which had been 
torn down have now been rebuilt 
and restored at great expense be- 
cause of the values to be obtained 


This settlement of. the State of 
Deseret is thought of by many as i pare 

Western leet at one time were present to 

Of this part of our 

heritage we are justly proud in the 


NOW THAT THE continued ex- 
istence of the Heber Tabernacle 
seems to be in jeopardy for eco- 
it would seem in- 
cumbent upon this generation to be 
very thoughtful and resourceful to 
this beau- 
tiful and picturesque building be 
kept to grace its important loca- 


This building built between 1887 
and 1889 is surely one of the fine 
examples of the Architecture of 
Tttah of ite time in the United 


ber Valley must be aware~of the !among every group and every in- 


Stake House: Pioneer 
Memorial to Hardship 


Several expeditions of settlers 
crossed and recrossed Utah, but 
it was not until 1856 or 1857 that 
two men who had climbed the 
ridge of what was called Bonanza 
Flats, discovered Heber Valley. 

In 1858 it was considered wise 
by those in authority to appoint 
scouts to explore this. valley for 
possibilities of settlement. The plan 
was for them to bring théir cattle 
into Heber Valley in the summer 
of 1858. With sickle and scythe 
they were’ to harvest sufficient 
wild hay to feed the cattle through 
the winter of 1858-59. And they 

id. 3 

27 YEARS AFTER THE first 
hopeful pioneers entered the val- 
ley the need was felt for a Stake 
Tabernacle and under the leader- 
ship of President Abram Hatch 
and with hard work and much 
sacrifice on the part of the mem- 
bers a beautiful edifice was con- 
structed. 

The red sandstone was quarried 
by hand from the mountains east 
of Heber in Lake Creek and the 
cost of the building was more than 
$30,000. 

At the dedication ceremony, 
May 5, 1889, the largest number 
of people ever congregated in He- 


hear Elder Francis M, Lyman of 
the Council of the Twelve who was 
here for the occasion. According 
to the Wasatch Wave published on 
May 11, there were 1300 persons 
present with room for 200 more. 

CAN ANY SACRIFICE we 
might make to restore this build- 
ing to its original form and beau- 
ty, modified to fit the needs of our 
modern way of life, compare with 
the sacrifice the pioneers made to 
build it? We feel that the old 


Tabernacle could’ be’ incorporated 
into the plans for anew stake 
center. » eee 

Recently, we visited- the’ much- 
talked about. Tabernacle in Brigz 
ham City and’observed that the.exs 
terior was no more’ beautiful rior” 
more’ unique’ in its architecture: + 


Yet) because the interior was so “a74 


beautifully preserved and cared for 
the” peopieure™ proud- to~display. - 
it to everyone. Thousands of tou 
ists are attracted to this building 
every’ year and’ therefore it ful- 
fills a missionary purpose. 

IF OUR TABERNACLE. wer’ 
restored’ there would be a striking 
resemblance to’ the interior of the 
one in Brigham City except that 
the seating capacity of 1500 or 1600 
would be 300 more than in Brig- 
ham City. 

President Call has stated or 
numerous occasions. that he would 
be happy if a plan could be worked 
out for saving: this. building. If 
enough people would support Presi- 
dent Call in this desire, we were 
assured by Bishop Vandenburg 
that it could be saved. The wishes 
of the majority are never ignored. 

THE ONLY DETRIMENT to 
restoring this building seems to be 
the cost, but if we: let this build- 
ing be destroyed because of the 
dollars it would take to restore it 
we would be selling our birthright 
for a mess of pottage. 

A petition will be circulated to 
give you your last opportunity to 
save the Wasatch Stake Taber- 
nacle. A copy of this petition ap- 
pears on this page. Please read 
it carefully and sign when you are 
contacted. yt 

COMMUNITY COMMITTEE TO 
SAVE THE WASATCH STAKE 
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Chursday, August 27, 1964 


Utahns, Inc. Ask 
Stake House 
Preservation 


Recently the executive commit- 
tee of Utahns Inc. were informed 
of plans to demolish the Wasatch 
Stake Tabernacle in Heber. Mem- 
bers of the committee were quite 
concerned over the imminent loss 
of this distinguished example of 


19th century architecture and in-} 


structed me to convey their con- 
cern to President Call of the Was- 
atch Stake, which I did on July 
1%. 

For your information, Utahns 
Inc., is a citizens’ organization 
having as its members the repre- 
sentatives of government agencies, 
organizations, -private firms, and 
individuals interested in the order- 
ly development of our state’s travel 
and recreation industry. -At pres- 
ent its membership totals more 
than 160 leaders of Utah’s travel- 
recreation industry. 

Collectively, and as a general 
rule,- Utahns Inc. is opposed to the 
replacement or: destruction of 
buildings having unusual historical 
or architectural value. Compara- 
tively few such buildings still re- 
main in Utah, and we believe the 
Stake Tabernacle in Heber is one 
of them. We urge that every pos- 
sible effort be made to retain this 
outstanding building, even if modi- 
fication, is necessary to adapt it 
for:contemporary conditions of use. 

We greatly appreciate your ef- 
forts to preserve this landmark and 
assure you of our support. 

Sincerely, 
_ MILT JOLLEY, 
President 


Mr, and Mrs. J. J. Sellers went 
to Layton on Friday to be guests 
of Joe and Hazel Orgill. On Sat- 
urday they picked raspberries at 
Bear Lake, attended Stake Confer- 
ence at Layton on Sunday and en- 
joyed dinner with Mr. and Mrs. 
Burton Kinsey at Salt Lake on 
their way home. 


o e 
Farly History 
(continued from preceeding page) 


of Heber to develop this industry, 
another aspect of this building 
comes into consideration. Many 
people each year spend thousands 
of dollars travelling to Europe to 
investigate the origins of the West- 
ern World and particularly the 
beginnings of some of the ideas 
which have been incorporated in 
this country. Many of the build- 
ings which they go to see are of 
lesser value and lesser importance 
{to them than this building in He- 
ber which is symbolic not only of 
the building traditions of this per- 
iod but also of the thoughts and 
the aspirations of the Mormon set- 
tlers. + Naturally when tourists 
come into this state they are inter- 
ested in the historical beginning. 
They visit the Temple Square in 
Salt Lake City, they visit the Brig- 
ham Tabernacle and the tabernacle 
in St. George and should also be 
encouraged to visit this building 
in Heber which is on a par with 
these other buildings. As good 
new buildings are erected in He- 
ber, they will only appear to be 
new and take their proper place as 
they relate to the older, and they 
will gain much by the contrast of 
style and methods as well as to 
give Heber a sense of history. 

IT SHOULD BE pointed: out 
that this building, perhaps, in per- 
iods of time should have been bet- 
ter cared for, perhaps it has been 
allowed to deteriorate more than 
it should have in the interest of 
economy (although false economy). 
Any new building which is subse- 
quently built to serve a similar 
purpose which is not cared for and 
which will not receive the proper 
expenditure of funds for mainten- 
ance will deteriorate and come to 
a point wherein it too will be torn 
down to make way for later build- 
ings which may not be better or 
more suitable for their purposes, 
but which will surely be in a bet- 
ter state of preservation while 
still new. Funds spent on this fine 
old structure could correct some 
of these deficiencies and make it 
serve well, but we should recognize 
that any building must be main- 


Give Report of 
Visitations to 
“Old Buildings” 


On our recent trip abroad the 
things we enjoyed most were the 
beautiful old churches, palaces and 
chateaus. All of these were cen- 
turies old, most in a good state of 
repair and all with an appeal for 
beauty and past cultures which 
made them a privilege to view. ` 

Looking at our lovely stone stake 
house we think it has a beauty 
and culture that is worthy of pres- 
ervation for future generations in 
the hope that our country, the 
United States of America, while a 
young nation shall add some 
grandure and historical value to 
the visitors of other nations and 
certainly for our own people. The 
magnificent architecture of this 
stone structure created by a past 
generation of builders who were 
skilled and patient technicians who 
must have worked months at 
chiseling and shaping the stones 
and months at difficult scaffolding 
to erect them is surely worth pre- 
serving, 

Never again will our people take 
time TO HAND CHISEL and 
build with such patience. 

Now may we quote from the edi- 
tors who produced the great book, 
“Splendors of Christendom”: “our 
age knows that if man is unavoid- 
ably a religious creature, he is also 
fundamentally an esthetic crea- 
ture.. The creation and the en- 
joyment of beauty are well-nigh 
universal in mankind: from the 
Lascaux Caves to the Easter Is- 
land Carvings, from the pyramids 
to the Seagram Building, men of 
all continents have felt impelled 
to seek and to create beauty. To- 
day, with are much more readily 
accessible to millions of men and 
women, we may take comfort in 
the reasurance that our species 
gain in the understanding of its 
long past and that modern man is 
even more a preserver and a crea- 
tor than he is said to be a des- 
troyer.” 

ALYCFE ASHTON 


THE WASATCH WAVE 


Heber City, Wasatch County, Utah 840; 
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Mr. and Mrs. Walter Harrison 
enjoyed a wonderful 23 days on an 
Esther James Tour going by Den- 
ver, Kansas, St. Louis, Mo. 
Charleston, W. Va., Washington, 
D. C., at Wiliamsburg, Va., they 
were shown a film of how our 
country began in its infancy and 
traced history of country and LDS 
Church from there on. They were 
at Churchill Downs, Ky., Martha 
Washington's home, Arlington 
Cemetery, Liberty Bell, Betsy Ross 
home. At New York they spent 
three days sightseeing and at the 
World's Fair. At Independence, 
Mo., they visited the LDS temple 
site and the Re-Organized Church. 
They visited Liberty Jail where 
films are shown to tell the history 
and saw the graves of David Whit- 
more and Oliver Cowdery and 
were given pamphlets to read. 
They were among 30,000 people to 
see the Pageant at the Hill Cum- 
orah. They visited the Sacred 
Grove on the morning of the wed- 
ding anniversary. They enjoyed a 
ride on the Maid of Mist at Nia- 
gara Falls, went into Quebec, 
Canada and Montreal and had a 
boat ride from Alexandria Bay 
down the St. Lawrence River to 
the Thousand Islands. . At Chicago 
they enjoyed a boat ride on Lake 
Michigan, down the ‘Chicago River 
which runs through the town. At 
Dixon Mounds near Keopuk, Iowa 
they saw the Indian graves and at 


Winter Quarters they visited the 
Mormon Cemetery, saw Boys Town 
and all in all it was wonderful. 


Mr. and Mrs. H. Cardwell Clegg | Joseph Smith home, Washington, | 


were in town a day from their 
lodge at Trial Lake. They were 
looking forward to a visit from 
their family members: Marjorie 
Jarrett, husband and children of 
Berkeley, California, where he is 
Assistant Dean of Education; Pa- 
trecia Christiansen and sons, Jon, 
Christopher and Eric of Los Ang- 
eles; Mr. and Mrs. John C. Clegg 
and family, and Carol C. Johnson 
and children of Provo who will 
meet with their parents and broth- 
er, Jerry, wife and family who 
have spent the summer at the 
Lakes from Oakland, California for 
a time of visiting, sports and a 
good time together. 


Mr. and Mrs. J. Sylvan Rasband, 
Mrs. Carma Besendorfer and chil- 
dren, Mrs, and Mrs. F. C. Mont- 
gomery, Mr. and Mrs. Paul Van 
jWagoner and family, Ruby Jasper- 
son and Paul met with the 200 
Murdock Family members for a 
very nice reunion at Vivian, Park. 
The parade and bonfire program 
were good and the genealogical 
meeting on Saturday morning in 
which the families reported their 
missionaries and Melicent Wells 
read a tribute to those of the 
family who had passed away dur- 
ing the year. James Hunter had 
charge of the reunion. Next year 
it falls to the Heber Murdock 
members to have the reunion. 


LaVina Johnson and Verna Mc- 
Donald are home from a very 
pleasant and interesting 23-day 


trip on a Chi's Tour to New York 
to attend the Fair and other places 
of interest in New York, attended 
the Pageant at Hill Cumorah, the 


Red Star Flour 


at 
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D. C., saw the grave of the late 
President Kennedy, Niagara Falls, 


Nauvoo and many interesting ar 
historic places of interest in bot 
LDS and national history. 
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joyed dinner with Mr. and Mrs. 
Burton Kinsey at Salt Lake on 
their way home.~- . 
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© Sun. Sept. 27 — 1 & 5 p.m. 


Prices Inc, Tax & Fair Adm. 
$3.75 — $3.25 — $2.75 — $2.25 
© FAMILY BARGAIN è 
Wed. Sept. 23 Only — 5 p.m. 
$2.75 — $2.25 — $1.75 
Gen. Adm. $1.75 All Shows © 


For Information Call 322-4814 


UTAH STATE FAIR, Box 16006, 
Sals Lake City, Usab. 
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money will be necessary to rectify 
the damages that have been done 
and also to modernize some as- 
pects of these buildings in order 
to best serve their intended pur- 
poses. 

ALTHOUGH I AM not a resi- 
dent of Heber, I am very much 
concerned about the continued ex- 
istence of this building. I would 
take this opportunity to urge the 
people of Heber to express them- 
selves to their leaders, both civic 
and religious, and urge them to ex- 
haust all avenues before this build- 
ing is allowed to be torn down. My 
private survey shows a large ma- 
jority feel the way I do — what 
would Heber be without it! 


Sincerely, 
LEE C. KNELL 
AIA Architect 


DUP Prexy 
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such great sacrifice. 
When we of a historic tempera- 
ment visit the tabernacles in Lo-| . 


gan, Brigham City, and Bountiful, 
a feeling of unusual reverence en- 
ters our hearts. The Wasatch 
Tabernacle gives us the same feel- 
ing, and if it is torn down the 
historic heart of your city will 
have been destroyed. We therefore 3 
plead with you to preserve this 
perfect example of pioneer build-|° 
ing. Leave for the child of tomor- 
row this tangible evidence that a 
strong and delightful people built 
beautifuly and well. 

KATE B. CARTER 

President, 
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DAY 


12 to 12 at LAGOON 
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Green Beans 


Pour and Store Mixed Vegetables 
Cut Corn, Peas and Carrots, Green Peas 


Check empty space in your freezer 
facilities . . . and head for Safeway. 
Plan to fill every available inch with 
the great frozen food bargains in this 
event! We are featuring an astonish- 
ing variety of fine-quality frozen foods 
at special savings right now. What- 
ever you do, don’t miss this chance 
to restock your freezer with food 
needs for weeks to come. Marvelous 
values featured in other departments, 
too, 


_ Libby's 


Fruit Drink 


Pineapple-Raspberry, Pineapple-Strawberry, 

Pineapple-Orange, Pineapple-Grapefrui 

Orange-Lemon, Lemon-Grape, Lemon-Pineapple, 
Fruit Punch, Black Cherry, Orange Drink 
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cans pkgs. 


Raspberries 


Whole Delicious Raspberries 
Case of 12 — 2.59 - 


Money-Saving Tip: 
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Swanson 


| T.V. Dinners 


Beef, Chicken, Furkey, Swiss Steak, 


Meat Loaf, Chopped Sirloin, Ham, 
Pork, or Mexican Dinners 


ci 2 39 
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; 2 
24-or. 


Ice Crea Lucerne Party Pride 2 
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© 
Apple Pies sex 3 531 
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ut orn Heat ‘n Serye 

Peas, Chopped Spinach, Peas and Carrots, $ 
Leaf Spinach, Squash, Turnip Greens, Yellow s Bel-air C tal 12-oz. 
Crookneck Squash, or Chopped Broc ran @ u Į ce el-air Concentrate cans 

4—6-0z. cans — $1 


wan $ 
pkgs, — arene DAA AAA "7 


@ Sat. Sept. 26 — 1 & 5 p.m. 
e Sun. Sept. 27 — 1 & 5 p.m. 


The Wasatch 
Tabernacle gives us the same feel- 


Prices Inc. Tax & Fair Adm. ing, and if it is torn down the 


$3.15 = $3.25 — $2.75 — $2.25 
have been destroyed. We therefore 


plead with you to preserve this 
perfect example of pioneer build- 
ing. Leave for the child of tomor- 
row this tangible evidence that a 
strong and delightful people built 
beautifuly and well. 

KATE B. CARTER 

President, 

Daughters of Utah Pioneers 


o FAMILY BARGAIN ọ 
Wed. Sept. 23 Only — 5 p.m. 
$2.75 — $2.25 — $1.75 
Gen. Adm. $1.75 All Shows 


For Information Call 322-4814 


MAIL ORDERS: Filled in order of 
receipt. Send stamped, self-addressed 
return envelope with remittance 1o 
UTAH STATE PAIR, Box 16006, 
Sals Lake City, Utah. 


J DAY 


SEPT. 5 


12 to 12 at LAGOON 


FOOD e RIDES 
FREE SWIMMING 
DANCING 
PLus 110 PRIZES 


FRANKIE AVALON 
© $2 PER ADULT @ 


CHILDREN UNDER 12 — FREE 


R. N. Jiacoletti 
Heber City. Utah 


l 
l 
l 
l Please send me..................LBJ DAY tickets. 

| Enclosed you will find $........................... ($2 per adult) 
l 

| 

I 

l 


! 

l 

l 

! 

(Make checks to LBJ DAY COMMITTEE) i 
NAME a toon ienenge ariii aia sees, | 
ADDRESS.. 1 
! 

2 


historic heart of your city will] _ 


\| T.V. Dinners 


Beef, Chicken, turkey, Swiss Steak, 
Meat Loaf, Chopped Sirloin, Ham, 
Pork, or Mexican Dinners 


‘I-or. AX: 
pkg. 


Lb Ewes,” 


olden corn/ 


Cut Corn 


Peas, Chopped Spinach, Peas and Carrots, 
Leaf Spinach, Squash, Turnip Greens, Yellow 
Crookneck Squash, or Chopped Broccoli 


6 x= *f 


-= Bathroom Tissue 


Nelour Economical 10 roll 69 g 
in White, Aqua, Pink or kg. 
Yellow Postel Colors Lig 


Head & Shoulders. 
Shampoo ars. 89¢ 


Tooth Paste : 
a D9 


Empress Preserves 

Apricot, Peach, Pineapple, 20-oz. 

tierce Dex 89 
Local — Sweet 


Corn 


Worm Free — Fresh Harvested 
Large Full Grown Ears 


12.35 


More Produce Bargains 


Local — Tree Ripened 


Ripe Peaches tsy revitevens w. 152 


New Potatoes rises’? 10 ie; 65¢ 


U.S, T—Ne' 


Green Onions cispra 
Red Radishes iras ivnau 2 13C 


5 


2 13c 


-gallon 
Lucerne Party Pride container % 
All Popular Flayors 2 


Ice Crea 
Apple Pies 

French Fries 
Orange Juic 


Bel-air Cherry or 
Delicious Peach 


24-02. 
pies 
2-lb, 
pkgs. 
12-oz. 
Bel-air Concentrate cans 
4 — 6-oz. cans — $1 


More Meat Bargains 
Pork Roast iiinn n 
Party Roast piya 


Bel-air Tender 
Heat 'n Serve 


~ Ground Chuck ! 


Rib Roast wka 


Pot Roast Pioa br » 59° 
Boneless Pot Roast {!* » 6% 
Chuck Steaks tiras iar a. 49 
Rib Steaks werg » 98 


Skinless Franks grepet ks 49¢ 


Captain's Choice 
Breaded Fish Fillets 


Chuck Roast 
Ib. 3 9: eee is DO 


Prices Effective Thursday, Friday and Saturday 


U.S.D.A. Choice 
Beef — the Roast 
Your Family Loves 


í 


© COPYRIGHT 1961, 1962, 1963, AND, OR 1964 SAFEWAY STORES ING. 
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\ Church Mulls Offer to Buy ~ . 


ake Tribune, Thursday, September 10, 1964 A 15 
omaes 
(oN 


Heber Committee Gai... 
May Save Tabernacle 


Special to The Tribune committee voted that the build- 
HEBER — Wasatch LDS|ing could not be kept as a stake 
Stake’s historic Tabernacle, |tabernacle. But if the Wasatch. 
scheduled for destruction to|group could procure property - 
make way for a new, bigger|for a new stake center, the com- 
building, can be preserved — if|mittee agreed the church would 
conditions set by the Church of|turn the old building over to re- 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints] sponsible persons. : 
can be wet ORIGINAL PLANS called for 


MRS. RUTH WITT, Jeading|the building to be torn down 
the Committee for the Preserva-| with contracts to be let Aug. 12.” 
tion of the Wasatch Stake Tab-|On the request of Mrs. Witt and 
ernacle, said Wednesday LDS|her committee, church officials 
Church officials had offered the] granted a 30-day extension, Mrs.” 
building to what it termed ‘re-| Witt said. 
sponsible persons” in Heber Val-| Calls for help went out to the 
Jey providing (1) another site| Utah Historical Society, Recrea- 
‘could be found for construction] tion) and . Parks Commission, 
of a new stake center and-(2)!Utah Tourist and Publicity 
some useful purpose could be|Council, Heber City Council, 
‘found for the old building. Midway Board of Trustees and 

Church estimates had put the/the Wasatch County Commis: . 
cost of renovating the building| sion, Mrs. Witt said. 
substantially higher than the) ayy, THESE organizations, 
cost of a new building, Dr. Ev- i 
erett L. Cooley, director of the with Dr. Cooley and Mrs. Witt 
Utah - State Historical Society, |2S leaders, worked to convince 

said, Officials of the need for pre- 

: . serving the building. 

_ THE TABERNACLE, built of) “What we wanted to accom- 
yed sandstone cut from the hills|plish has been accomplished,” - 
around Heber and carried’ by|Mrs. Witt said. 
horse-drawn wagons to the site,|—~~ 
was built in 1887, Dr. Cooley 
said. Besides its architectural 
merits, which are considerable, 
the building represents “the soul 
of Heber” and Heber’s history, 
he said. : 

Last week, the committee cir- 
culated a petition in Wasatch 
County, requesting that the tab- 
ernacle be preserved, Mrs, Witt 
said. ‘They got 1,366 signatures 
from adults in the county, she 
said.: The population of Wasatch 
County is 5,308, according to the 
1960 census. G 


. THE NUMBER OF signatures 
represents about 25 per cent of 
the population of the county, 
Mrs. Witt said, but “we took|i 


PRESIDENT BROWN took 
the petition to the church’s Fi- 
nance Committee, which was 
meeting at the time and the 


Ha. Pol FE ILG 


Heber City Waits Decision 


‘On LDS Stake Tabernacle 


~ Special to The Tribune | ‘The proposal from the LDS 
HEBER CITY — The Heber First Presdency involved turn- 


‘|City Council is awaiting a deci- 
sion from the First Presidency 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints to determine 


ing over the tabernacle and 
grounds to Heber City for 50 
years with an option to renew 
the agreement for another 50 


ownership of the Wasatch LDs|years. 
Stake Tabernacle. Church Control 
A proposal from the LDS First) The ‘proposal from the LDS 
Presidency to lease the Taber-|First Presidency also provided 
nacle to Heber City was coun-|for church control over mainten- 
tered by a proposal from the|ance and use of the buildings to 
councilmen. : “meet LDS chisel standarde.” 
i City Coucilman Guy McDon- 
ehccent: Restrichoks . [nald said the Council favored an 
' ‘The proposal by the council-/ agreement whereby Heber City 
men was to buy outright and ob-|would have the title but also 
tain title to the historic building] would accept LDS Church res- 
but to accept church restrictions|trictions on maintenance and 
on maintenance and use of the|drictions ‘on: maintenance and 
building. ©- 4- 0 use > 
J. Harold Call, Wasatch LDS] Area citizens and historical 
Stake president , and his first} groups protested - the -tearing 
counselor, . Ralph ` Carlile, . made | down of the tabernacle to make 
the lease proposal at a Council|way for, a _two-ward stake cen- 


meeting. Tuesday night. tere 


Thursday, August 27, 1964 


“A Look at Historic Preservation” 


By Louls C. Jones 


Does all this fuss and feathers about old buildings that are out- 
dated and have served their original purpose really matter, or is it just 
an outlet for neurotic antiquarians on the local committee who want 
to bask in the reflected glory of their pioneer anscestors? In the 
world of shopping centers, high-speed thruways, and decentralized 
industries, of what earthly use is the old brick mansion, redolent of 
yesterday, which occupies the best possible site in town for a gas 
station? We can't stand in the way of progress, can we? 


The answer, of course, is “no”. There are times when the house 
should come down and the gas station should go up. But progress goes 
from some place to some place, and if we would know where we are 
and where we are going, we must also keep a few points on the chart 
to indicate where we have been. Out of this knowledge should come 
a valuable kind of personal security such as a child is given in a loving 
home, or such as come to those who find peace in one of the historic 
religions. < 


THE PAST SHOULD HAVE AS MANY personal ties for each ol 
us as possible, for none should feel that he is floating in time, rootless 
and unrelated to all that has Happened to our fathers and ‘those who 
lived in our place before us. To feel a part of the progression of man- 
kind is to enter into full citizenship in the race of men. In the frame- 
work of the home let there be hand-me-downs from yesterday— 
pictures and furniture or a piece of lace from the country or the 
the trunk that landed at Ellis Island. Things that have been in a 
family a long time have a magic of their own, asserting the values of 
life and its survival. s 


So it is with each village and city. They, too, need focal points 


of affection, of the historic community spirit. The variety of these]? 


places can and should be numberless, each suited to its own history and 


people. 


of us live in' the town where we were’ born there is an ever greater 
need to create a sense of identity and belonging for those who come 


from elsewhere. - If we Have to make this consciously rather than |f 
receive it as a birthright, well and good, let us:do so as truthfully and i 


skillfully as possible. 


GIVEN A HISTORIC HOUSE THAT HAS: meaning for a specific 
town, what are we to do? Put back the original furniture, reproduce 
the wallpaper, train a guide in costume, and do'a historically complete 
job of recreating life “as it was. once lived? Yes, if we can do that 
well and also make the house into an active, functioning. part of, 
community life, constantly intepreting as many sides‘ of the’ past as 
possible in terms the people of today can understand. { 


And if this is impossible, shall we‘ do nothing? Shall we tear it 
down and: build: the gas station? Pm for trying’ a lot of of other 
possibilities first. Civic organizations or individuals can be encouraged 
to buy it, making what changes they must, but actually preserving 

- the exterior; there are values for a child on his way to school just 
in knowing that this house stood on this same site when his great- 
grandfather was a boy, even if that grandsire lived far across the sea. 


BETWEEN THE FULLY REVITALIZED historic house, which 
is currently our ideal, and the preservation of the architectural shell, 
which is the least we can hope for, there are hundreds of possbile 
compromises any one of which might be the solution for a specific 
community. “ 


This raises the question of whether bad preservation is better 
than no preservation at’ all. Strongly as I believe in scholarly stand- 
ards of research and veracity of presentation for historic houses— 
and I consider these of vital importance—yet I must admit that there 


are times when a holding operation is better than destruction; time j- 


„itself may produce workable „solutions... I can think of a number. of) 
historic houses which, twenty years ago, were just being held together. 
physically; a growing public interest and new concepts of historical 
preservation have made these into vital forces for the best- kind) of 
interpretation of community tradition. 


FINALLY, WHAT SHALL WE SAVE? Frankly, I'm getting a 
little bored with the lengthening list of handsome residences of the 
“best people”. We need to preserve buildings: that speak directly. to 
those of us whose families had _calouses, as! well as to those who: had 
carriages. It’s a fine thing to exhibit the! aesthetic best out of the 
past but it can be equally important to interpret the ways men and 
women worked and created and played. I want to see more gun shops, 
millineries schoolhouses, covered bridges, taverns, foundries preserved 
for our people. Let's speak to Americans in terms that add meaning 
to their own everyday lives, that place their jobs, their responsibilities 
as citizens and parents, in historic context so that- they see their 
present problems not as exceptions, but as continuations of the: chal- 
lenges faced by their forefathers. 


People need places out of their past which they can see and 
understand and ultimately love, that symbolize those who’ lived in 


these places before them, and struggled and suffered and built there. 


If those men and women could face and solve their problems, so can 
we. We need such refuges all over the land, as we need churches and 
schools, that they may be seedbeds for the cultivation of a vigorous and 


In a very real sense these should be shrines where the spiritual | 
values of our people are cherished and nourished. In a land where few | 


THE WASATCH WAVE 


. How Can the Si 


On July 11, 1964, the Board of 
Trustees of the Utah State His- 
torical Society - an agency of state 
government, presided over by a 
ten-man board appointed by the 
governor—went on record oppos- 
ing the demolition of the Wasatch 
Stakehouse. As director of the 
Society I was instructed by the 
Board to work for the preserva- 
tion of this historic building. 

Carrying out this mandate, I 
have contacted church leaders, po- 
litical officers, and citizens groups 
- all of whom have expressed a 
desire to see the building preserv- 
ed. Apparently, the ctizenry of 
Heber Valley need to be awakened 
to their responsibilities and the 
avenues open to them to save their 
precious building. 

WITH THE possible exception of 
the Puritan settlemen of New Eng- 
land, the large scale religious col- 
onization of Utah by the Mormons 
is unigue in all of United States 
history. At no other place in our 
country was religion the motiva- 
ting force which prompted settle- 


ment to the extent that it was in 
Utah. 

Heber Valley is typical of tho 
communities resulting from | the 
Mormon 
that man should be permitted to 
worship according to the dictates 
of his own conscience. 

THE PRICE OUR Mormon pio- 
neers paid to put this ideal into 
practice was a tremenous one - 
deaths, wanderings, mob violence, 
isolation, suffering, hunger, | and 
hard work and more hard work. 
However, the fruits of all this are 
to be seen around us every} day. 
But perhaps the outstanding sym- 
bols representing the idealism, the 
industry, the greatness of these 
pioneer forefathers are to be found 
in the beautiful old churches and 
stake tabernacles erected by the 


Mormon. At a price in labor and |j 


sacrifice far beyond what we would 
be willing to pay today, these|com- 
munity founders and builders con- 
structed “tabernacles” to the God 
they worshipped in a style and of 
a quality designed to last through 


nee x y 


Stakehouse. 


a) 


(2) 
‘Stake Center.’ 
(3) 


(4) 
the Stakehouse is 


preservation such 


A PETITION 


WE, the undersigned, respectfully urge the reci 
sideration of the decision to demolish the old Wasa 


Feeling that there are considerations far beyond 
mere dollar and cents value being placed on the prope 
and replacement of the beautiful old Stakehouse, 
petition those individuals in authority to act to reconsider 
their decision in the light of other factors, namely: 


That a restored stakehouse would serve 
‘religious needs of` this valley -by offering 
suitable chapel for both Wards and the Stak 


This restoration could be undertaken as ¢co- 
nomically as the building a chapel for the 1 


The restored Stakehouse would continue to be 
the number one architectural 
Heber Valley - serving not only the religious 
needs of the community but serving as a 
minder of the accomplishments of a pioneer 
society which was willing to work and sacrifi 
for those things held to be sacred and important. 


That should it be absolutely determined that 


„poses, that other avenues be explored for) 


n- 
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ry 
we 


the 
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ew 


attraction | of 


re- 
ice 


unwanted for religious pur- 


its 
as public donation. 


` Architect Seeks Answers to Preserve 
Wasatch Tabernacle for Historical Value 


informed love of country. 


State Park Head Asks Consideration fo 


Save Historic Wasatch Stake Tabernacle 


The old Tabernacle at Heber is 
a” heritage left by a vigorous, 
resourceful pioneer community. It 
was built by the hard work and 
sacrifice of the community mem- 
bers. It constitutes a very real 
and tangible tie to the past—a 
bridge between g rations. Thru 


considerations which have} led to 
the present decision to demolish 
the building, cannont commend or 
criticize the answers to the above 
questions reached by those who are 
responsible for the building's fut- 
ure. 
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On July 11, 1964, the Board of 
Trustees of the Utah State His- 
stors? In the torical Society - an agency of state 
d decentralized government, presided over by a 

ten-man board appointed by the 
ion, redolent of | goyernor—went on record oppos- 
own for a gaSling the demolition of the Wasatch 
As director of the 

Society I was instructed by the 
when the house|Board to work for the preserva- 
ut progress goeS|tion of this historic building. 
Carrying out this mandate, I 
nts on the chart |have contacted church leaders, po- 
cal officers, and citizens groups 
ll of whom have expressed a 
desire to see the building preserv- 
e of the historic ed. Apparently, the ctizenry of 
Heber Valley need to be awakened 
to their responsibilities and the 
avenues open to them to save their | pioneer forefathers are to be found 
recious building. 

WITH THE possible exception of 
gression of man-|the Puritan settlemen of New Eng- 
i In the frame- |land, the large scale religious col- 
‘m yesterday—|onization of Utah by the Mormons 

country or the fis unique in all of United States 
history. At no other place in our 
country was religion the motiva- 
ting force which prompted settle- 


THE WASATCH WAVE 


ment to the extent that it was in 
Utah. 

Heber Valley is typical of the 
communities resulting from the 
Mormon dedication to the ideal 
that man should be permitted to 
worship according to the dictates 
of his own conscience. 

THE PRICE OUR Mormon pio- 
neers paid to put this ideal into 
practice was a tremenous one - 
deaths, wanderings, mob violence, 
isolation, suffering, hunger, and 
hard work and more hard work. 
However, the fruits of all this are 
to be-seen around us every day. 
But perhaps the outstanding sym- 
bols representing the idealism, the 
industry, the greatness of these 


in the beautiful old churches and 
stake tabernacles erected by the 
Mormon. At a price in labor and 
sacrifice far beyond what we would 
be willing to pay today, these com- 
munity founders and builders con- 
structed “tabernacles” to the God 
they worshipped in a style and of 
a quality designed to last through 


A PETITION 


WE, the undersigned, respectfully urge the recon- 
sideration of the decision to demolish the old Wasatch 


Stakehouse. 


Feeling that there a 
mere dollar and cents va 


and replacement 


re considerations far beyond the 
lue being placed on the property 


beautiful old Stakehouse, we 


petition those individuals in authority to act to reconsider 


their decision in 


the light of other factors, namely: 


stakehouse would serve the 


as Willing to work and sacrifice 
held to be sacred and important. 


rae (1) That a restored 
— “religious needs” o: 
suitable chape! 
(2) This restoration could be undertaken as eco- 
nomically as the building a chapel for the new’ - 
‘Stake Center.’ 
(3) The restored Stakehouse would continue to be 
the number one’ architectural attraction of. 
; Heber Valley - serving not only the religious: 
needs of the. community but serving as a re- 
minder of the accomplishments: of a pioneer 
society which w 
for those things 
(4) That should it be absolutely determined that 


the Stakehouse is unwanted for religious pur- 


„poses, that 


other avenues be explored for its 


preservation such as public donation. 


Architect Seeks Answers fo Preserve 


Wasatch Tabernacle for Historical Value 


© this~valley--by offering -a = 
] for both Wards and the Stake. 


generations if not centuries. ` 


us have lost the feeling, the ideal- 
ism, and maybe even the spiritual- 
ity. of our ancestors. We think not 
of building for generations or cen- 
turies but of buildings to be re- 


with our society today - where`so 
many of our policies and institu- 
tions are expediencies to be cast 
aside for new, glistening promises 
of better things. ł 


stakehouse the hopes and aspira- 
tions, the struggling and sacrifice 
the idealism of their forefathers 
who literally carved out of a wild- 
erness area a civilization and in- 
stitutions which we presently en- 
joy. Surely the people of Heber 
Valley are not so unaware of these 
things that they are going to per- 
mit the one oustanding’ and ře- 
maining symbol of all this be torn 
down to be replaced by some mod- 
ern glass and steel structure that 
may be functional but uninspiring. 
Surely the people of Heber Valley 
are not so devoid of history, not 
so unfeeling toward their grand- 
parents, not so unaware of the 
aesthetic qualities of the beautiful, 
red sandstone Stakehouse ` that 
they want to tear it down. 


Aside from these 


| considerations, the people of He- 


ber Valley:must be aware’ of the 


Stakehouse Is Part 
Of Utah Pioneer 
Early History... 


|" Today, when a great deal of 
interest is being shown in early 
‘American and early Western Am- 
erican History, artifacts, furniture 
and buildings and other aspects of 
our heritage, we should be extrem- 
ely careful with the monuments of 
this important era. Especially is 
this true in Utah where that great 
drama of the Mormon Pioneer was 
carried forth with the colonization 
and development of this state over 
the fifty years from 1847 until the 
turn of the century. Because of 


which had been allowed to fall 
into disrepair or which had been 


and restored at great expense be- 


by so doing. 
This settlement of. the State of 


the last of the Great 
Frontier eras. 


economic value of this 
UNFORTUNATELY, SOME of landmark. Tourism is big business |y 
throughout the nation - with mil- 
lions being spent to attract and jı 
hold tourists to our sceni¢ spots. 
Heber is richly endowed with at- 
tractions tourists want to enjoy. 
placed every few years. Perhaps The Utah Parks and Recreation 
this thinking is what is wrong Commission is spending 4 major 
portion of its budget on the devel- 
opment of Wasatch State| Park - 
most of which lies at your door- 
step. The Stakehouse is a compli- 
. [ment to this development. It gives 


Surely, the people of Heber val-|flavor to your valley. It) invites 
ley can see in their beautiful ola|people to stop, look and spend. 
r THESE CONSIDERATIONS 


should not be overlooked, 


out America are capitalizing on 


the importance of this Era in our|bers a beautiful edifici 
state history, many of the buildings structed. 


cause of the values to be obtained 


Deseret is thought of by many as 
Western 
Of this part of our 
heritage we are justly proud in the 


Heber Ci 


Jow Can the Stakehouse Be $ 


historic € 


Com- 
munities and organizations thru- 


tourism. Whole towns have been 
reconstructed and restored to draw 
the tourist dollar. The Rockefeller 
Foundation has spent more than 
$73 million on the restoration of 
Williamsburg, Virginia. 

“Even the Mormon Church is a- 
ware of the value of preservation 
and restoration. Thousands of 
dollars have been expended on res- 
toring the Beohive House and dis- 
mantling and reconstructing the 
old Salt Lake City Building - 
making it the show place on Capi- 
tol Hill. In Nauvoo, the Church 
is committed to a rebuilding and 
restoration program which will run 
into the millions of dollars. Surely, 
to the people of Heber Valley and 
Utahns generally, the | Wasatch 
Stakehouse holds as much signifi- 
cance. 

_IN AN INTERVIEW with Stake 
President J Harold Call,| Mr. Cal 
said to me he would be) the hap- 
piest man in the world if some way 
could be found to preserve the 
Stakehouse. Mr. Call expressed thi 
identical sentiment I have founc 
among every group and every in 


Stake House: 
Memorial to He 


Several expeditions of settler 
crossed and recrossed Utah, bt 
it was not until 1856 or, 1857 th 
two men who had climbed th 
ridge of what was called Bonanz 
Flats, discovered Heber Valley. 
In 1858 it was considered wi: 
by those in authority to appoil 
scouts to explore this |valley fi 
possibilities of settlement. The ple 
was for them to bring their catt 
into Heber Valley in the summ 
of 1858. With sickle and scytl 
they were to harves sufficie 
wild hay to feed the cattle throu; 


the winter of 1858-59.) And th 
did. 
27 YEARS AFTER THE fir 


hopeful pioneers entered the v: 
ley the need was felt for a Sta 
Tabernacle and under |the lead 
ship of President Abram Hat 
and with hard work | and mu 
sacrifice on the part of the me 

was cc 


as quarry’ 
ntains e: 


The red sandstone 
by hand from the mo! 


torn down have now been rebuilt of Heber in Lake Cr ‘ek and t 


cost of the building was more th 
$30,000. 
At the dedication| ceremo 


May 5, 1889, the largest num! 
of people ever congregated in I 
ber at one time were present 
‘hear Elder Francis M, Lyman 
the Council of the Twelve who \ 
here for the occasion. Accord 


The old Tabernacle at Heber is 
a” heritage left by a vigorous, 
resourceful pioneer community. It 
was built by the hard work and 
sacrifice of the community mem- 
bers. It constitutes a very real 
and tangible tie to the past—a 
bridge between generations. Thru 


considerations which have led to 
the present decision to demolish State of Utah. 
the building, cannont commend or 
criticize the answers to the above 
questions reached by those who are 
responsible for the building’s fut- 
ure. 
Because of the circumstances of 
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NOW THAT THE continued ex- 


cumbent upon this generation to be 
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jeopardy for eco- 
it would seem in- 
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nument, this beau- 
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to the Wasatch Wave published 
May 11, there were 1300 pers 
present with room for 200 nx 


SACRIFICE 


might make to restore this bu 
ing to its original form and be 


t the needs of 


modern way of life, compare v 


nianepers made 


